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The GI, the German Informatics Society, is a non-profit 
association of highly dedicated computer science 
professionals in the German-speaking world.

The GI offers a unique professional network for sharing 
knowledge and experience about all current and 
relevant topics in computer science.

WE ARE INFORMATICS!

GI at a Glance
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GI at a Glance

With about 20,000 personal members, we are the 
largest neutral professional association for 
computer science in the German-speaking world.

• The GI is active nationally with about 30 
regional groups.

• 14 Technical Committees of the German 
Informatics Society

• More than 30 regional chapters (with the ACM)
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GI at a Glance

• Who are the members of the GI?

• Computer science professionals from research and 
academia

• IT professionals from public administration, 
business, and industry

• Educators teaching computer science in schools

• Apprentices and students aiming for a profession in 
IT
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GI Technical Committees 

The Technical Committees of the German Informatics Society
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Mission

Promoting the discipline of computer science by

• Interdisciplinary exchange regarding all facets of 
computer science & IT

• Raising public awareness of computer science

• Attracting the interest of young people in computer 
science

• Empowering women in computer science
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Mission

• Living computer science – through collaboration and sharing of 
knowledge and experience in our technical committees, special 
interest groups, regional groups, and at many conferences and 
workshops, on social media platforms, etc.
• Advertising computer science – through promotion of young talent, 

e.g. via Informatik-Biber, National Computer Science Competition, 
Computer Science Days, and informatiCup
• Making computer science public – by demonstrating the benefits 

and doing political lobbying – regarding social, educational, and 
research policy
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Good Guy Bad 
Guy Paradigm

• Value driven design

• What is right? What is
wrong?

• What if the rules are
changing?

• Update the system?



Spheres of action

• Political sphere – acting with policy makers

• Society sphere – recognition in the public

• Professional sphere – supporting responsible work behaviour



Political sphere
Challenges

• Policy makers sometimes have less knowledge about 
risks of technologies

or: risks are ignored in favour of the chances

• Goal: 
• Teaching and educating law makers
• Neutral and serious positions of a national 

computer society 
• Readiness to react and to communicate



Political sphere
Examples/Topics for GI

• Positions in Open Science and Open Data 

• Commenting the EU rules to prevent and combat 
child sexual abuse

• Right and obligation to encrypt messages

• Developed new format: 
• GI Policy Brief – give background information to 

policy makers on current hot topics



Political sphere

https://gi.de/meldung/gi-eu-chatkontrollen-sind-grundrechtswidrig



In cooperation with CEPIS (Council of European Professional Informatics Societies)
28.03.2022  ·  https://cepis.org/right-to-secure-communication/



Political sphere

https://tinyurl.com/ydnskv62https://tinyurl.com/347jhpyv



Society sphere
Challenges

• People feel uncomfortable with privacy loss

»What can we do? To whom can we trust?«

• Have a clear position as a computer society

• Lobby organization or activism? Both!

• Educate the public about incidents and risks 

• Gain trust in self protection



Society sphere
Lobby organization or activism?
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Society sphere
Examples/Topics for GI

• Promotion of Corona Warn App

• Informatics Monitor: Describes the landscape for 
teaching activities at school

• Grand Challenges Initiative: Influence the research 
agenda of Germany and EU

• Mission: Informatics as compulsory subject at school



Society sphere
Grand Challenges 2018:
• Digital Inheritage
• Future Internet
• Systemic risks in worldwide networks
• Ubiquitous Human Computer Interaction
• Dependability of Software

informatik-monitor.de



Professional sphere
Challenges

• Computer societies itself need to manage the digital 
transformation

• Meet the interests of young professionals

• COVID situation: 
• More and more digital formats
• New formats for collaboration and interaction



Professional sphere
Examples/Topics for GI

• Ethical rules (Code of Ethics)

• Young GI

• Mentoring Programme

• Expert profiles

Attract people to do 
networking in a computer 
professional society

Network

Dissemination

Expertise



GI Ethical Guidelines

gi.de/ethicalguidelines
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INFORMATICS MOVE,
INFORMATICS ARE FUTURE,
WE ARE INFORMATICS!
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