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Just four days
A STORY ABOUT THE JOURNEY 

FROM MASTER TO PHD
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Interaction Design
Politecnico di Milano, 

IT

Informatics
USI, Switzerland

Communication

Design
Politecnico di Milano, 

IT
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?
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School
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Cute
Polite

Smart
Talented
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The perfect
student!

So diligent
and 

hardworking!

So committed!
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So 

committed!
YEP.
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PRIMARY SCHOOL
2003-2008

MIDDLE SCHOOL
2008-2011

HIGH SCHOOL
2011-2016

“Such a good 
student ,  a lways 

smi l ing”

“She is  so cute and 
car ing”

“She ’s  
hardwork ing”

“She is  a  per fec t  
s tudent ”

“You achieve because you 
do,  he achieves because he 

i s ”

“Why do you put  so much 
ef for t?  Just  f ind a husband”
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STEM = intelligenceThis is your life, never
let other choose for 

you.
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STEM
Design
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And the 

PhD?



1 6I R E N E  Z AN AR D I | U N I V E R S I T À D E L L A  S V I Z Z E R A  I T A L IA N A

2 6 t h  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 2

>10 
hours

7 days a 
week

5.5 
years
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>10 
hours

7 days a 
week

5.5 
years

= more chances
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What if I don’t get in?

What if I wasted everything?
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informatics
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informaticsWhy

*Elect ive courses brought  me c loser  to  
th is  f ie ld

*Power to  create someth ing that  actual l y  
works

*Reward ing fee l ing of  overcoming 
chal lenges and problems
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I can’t I can
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THU FRI SAT SUN MON

Graduation Ph

D



Thank you

I rene  Zanard i

i r ene .zanard i@us i .ch

|  Lux ia Lab

TADAA!

Too ls  f o r  Assess ing  and  Deve lop ing  A f f ec t ing  and  A t t rac t i ve  Na r ra t ives  

f o r  G i r l s  t o  Jo in  In f o rmat ics


