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Informatics @ School

● ~ 1980: hardware, algorithms

● ~ 2000: 
– Using computers mislabelled „informatics“

– Informatics education in final school years only (if any)

– Attracting the „wrong“ students

● Tools needed to:
– Improve and clarify the image of informatics

– Promote informatics / computational thinking

– Increase visibility of informatics at school

– Attract the „right“ students
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Contest as educational tool

● A contest / challenge may
– Motivate students

– Inspire teachers

– Set standards

● Inspiration: Mathematical Kangaroo

● Doing it right for informatics:
– No prior knowledge of informatics required

– „Do it digitally“: Participate online

– Demonstrate that „It's Informatics!“
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Let's solve some tasks …
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The Bebras Boom

● 2004: First Bebras Challenge in Lithuania

● 2005: First Intl. Bebras Workshop in Lithuania

● Early adopters: 
– 2006: Estonia, Germany, Poland, The Netherlands

– 2007: Austria, Latvia, Slovakia

– 2008: Czech Republic, Ukraine

● 2014: 927.668 participants from 35 countries
– 847.583 from 24 European countries + Israel

● 2015: up to 9 further countries expected to join
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The Bebras Boom (2)

Participation in European Bebras Challenges
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Bebras 2014: 927.668 p.



  

www.bebras.org

Beyond Participation

● Task Booklets
– Explain about informatics background: „It's Informatics!“
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Beyond Participation

● Task Booklets
– Explain about informatics background: „It's Informatics!“

– Remember „Loading Lisas“:
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Beyond Participation

● Task Booklets
– Explain about informatics background: „It's Informatics!“

● Contest Archives

● Bebras App (Austria)

● Educational Material based on Bebras tasks
(Switzerland, … )

● Bebras tasks in school textbooks
(Czech Rep., Germany, … )

● … even used in college-level teaching
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Mission Accomplished?

● Ideas of informatics presented to wide audience
– Youth (incl. girls: up to 50% female participation)

– Teachers

– General public

● Visibility of informatics at school increased
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Mission Accomplished?

● Ideas of informatics presented to wide audience
– Youth (incl. girls: up to 50% female participation)

– Teachers

– General public

● Talents detected
– Teachers use Bebras to promote informatics courses

● Visibility of informatics at school increased

● Vivid community of Bebras organisers founded

● Educational research stimulated
– Many publications related to Bebras,

by members of Bebras community

– International research cooperations
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Bebras: Informatics is fun!



  

Thank you for
awarding us!
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