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What is openness?

Open research

attending conferences, collaborating, internships

easy to find on a website e.g. research.microsoft.com 

Cross platform software

Virtual machines on the cloud e.g. Azure

Browser-based implementations e.g. Rise4Fun, Touchdevelop

Software as a service

Open source and free software

… next …



More about open source software

Popularity Reliability Adaptability

Security Independence
Cost of 

ownership



Open source in action

Use it

Everywhere because of the perceived value

Plus: it is often cross-platform

Change it

In capstone projects
Students want to get their hands on real software

They like to collaborate

In research
Small components are added to save time

Studies are done on how people work and program



Open Source at Microsoft

Microsoft uses, produces and adds 
to OSS extensively

We offer key company software 
such as DotNet and cryptography

30+ domain specific research tools, 
categorized in a portal

openness.microsoft.com/blog/
www.microsoft.com/opensource
research.microsoft.com/opensource

http://openness.microsoft.com/blog/
http://www.microsoft.com/opensource
http://research.microsoft.com/opensource


AzureMS supports OSS

• These and many other 
platforms and tools are 
available via VMs on Azure

• Academics and classes get 
free access to Azure

• A movement of openness

microsoft.com/openness



Microsoft Research offers

Tools for specialized domains

Connections to researchers

Project Directory Categories
Verification Cryptography Visualization

Programming Cloud 
Computing

Education

Artificial 
Intelligence

Hardware Systems

Science Documents Society



Example Projects

Use Madoko for beautiful professional 
writing in the cloud 
www.madoko.net

Decision forests are used in scene 
recognition from photographs to 

radiological scans
research.microsoft.com/decisionforests



Questions?


